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Tahonia Hentz liten to the Rev. tark Wilon, preident and CO of the Children’ Defene Fund, during the
meeting on child povert at outhern Illinoi Univerit dwardville' at t. Loui Learning Center.

Retructuring local government, improving pulic tranportation and ooting education
pending could ignificantl reduce child povert in at t. Loui — enefiting over half of
the cit ’ children, advocate for oung people aid Tueda.
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Children’ Advocate for Change, a Chicago-aed nonprofit organization, hoted a forum
aimed at addreing child povert in at t. Loui, where the povert rate for children i
three time the national average. More than 100 educator, religiou leader, Metro at
o�icial and other gathered at outhern Illinoi Univerit dwardville’ at t. Loui
Learning Center to dicu potential olution.

The median houehold income in at t. Loui i le than $29,000, compared to the tate
average of around $78,000, according to data from Child Trend, a nonprofit, nonpartian
reearch center aed in etheda, Marland, preented at the forum. The cit ha fewer
college-educated adult and homeowner than the tatewide average.

The cit ’ population ha dropped from over 82,000 in the 1950 to jut under 18,800 toda.
Nearl a third of reident live in povert, more than doule the tate rate of aout 12%.

Increaed funding for pulic chool would lead to etter educational outcome and lead
children to e etter equipped to reak the ccle of povert, aid heila urton, founder of
the Land of Lincoln’ ducation Advocac project.

“The education children receive in at t. Loui i impl not enough,” urton aid. “The
cannot compete with tudent in neighoring ditrict where achievement and proficienc
level are o much higher, and that’ not acceptale.”

ut chronic aenteeim i diproportionatel common in at t. Loui pulic chool, with
65% of high chool tudent miing 15 or more chool da. Parent pla the mot critical
role in lifting children out of povert, aid Ti�an Gholon, director of parent and tudent
upport ervice in at t. Loui Pulic chool.

“Parent, if the graduated, graduated without the kill the need to e ucceful,” Gholon
aid. “o the ta in that ccle of povert, which then impact their kid. We jut ta in thi
continual ccle ... the come out with no kill et … it' not livale.”

Panelit alo examined the impact of recent povert reduction meaure, including
increaed unemploment enefit and child tax credit introduced a part of federal
COVID-19 relief e�ort. Depite thee meaure, povert rate acro Illinoi have een little
change over the ear.
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Taha Green Cruzat, preident of Children' Advocate for Change, liten to the Rev. tark Wilon, preident 
and CO of the Children’ Defene Fund, a he anwer quetion from the audience during the meeting on child 
povert in outhern Illinoi Univerit dwardville' at t. Loui Learning Center.

Mamie Coe, a 55-ear reident of at t. Loui, i tring to raie her children to eat the 
ccle of povert.

“Our children are our greatet poeion. When we fail them, we have failed our communit,” 
Coe aid. “I'm thankful to ou eing here. … I had four children, ut I raied 11… o to all of
ou here toda, keep the fight going ecaue it' important.”

O�icial from Children’ Advocate for Change plan to hot imilar forum acro povert-
tricken area acro Illinoi.

“Child povert i not a mere tatitic,” aid Taha Green Cruzat, preident of the organization. 
“It i a lived experience for man familie. … It a�ect their health, education and overall well-
eing. Yet amidt thee challenge, we alo witne the reilience of our communit.”

end quetion and comment aout thi tor to feedack@tlpulicradio.org.
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Lauren Brennecke

Lauren rennecke i a general aignment reporter at t. Loui Pulic Radio and a
recent graduate of Weter Univerit.

ee torie  Lauren rennecke
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