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Tahonia Hentz liten to the Rev. tark Wilon, preident and CO of the Children’ Defene Fund, during the
meeting on child povert at outhern Illinoi Univerit dwardville' at t. Loui Learning Center.

Retructuring local government, improving pulic tranportation and ooting education
pending could ignificantl reduce child povert in at t. Loui — enefiting over half of
the cit ’ children, advocate for oung people aid Tueda.
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Children’ Advocate for Change, a Chicago-aed nonprofit organization, hoted a forum
aimed at addreing child povert in at t. Loui, where the povert rate for children i
three time the national average. More than 100 educator, religiou leader, Metro at
o�icial and other gathered at outhern Illinoi Univerit dwardville’ at t. Loui
Learning Center to dicu potential olution.

The median houehold income in at t. Loui i le than $29,000, compared to the tate
average of around $78,000, according to data from Child Trend, a nonprofit, nonpartian
reearch center aed in etheda, Marland, preented at the forum. The cit ha fewer
college-educated adult and homeowner than the tatewide average.

The cit ’ population ha dropped from over 82,000 in the 1950 to jut under 18,800 toda.
Nearl a third of reident live in povert, more than doule the tate rate of aout 12%.

Increaed funding for pulic chool would lead to etter educational outcome and lead
children to e etter equipped to reak the ccle of povert, aid heila urton, founder of
the Land of Lincoln’ ducation Advocac project.

“The education children receive in at t. Loui i impl not enough,” urton aid. “The
cannot compete with tudent in neighoring ditrict where achievement and proficienc
level are o much higher, and that’ not acceptale.”

ut chronic aenteeim i diproportionatel common in at t. Loui pulic chool, with
65% of high chool tudent miing 15 or more chool da. Parent pla the mot critical
role in lifting children out of povert, aid Ti�an Gholon, director of parent and tudent
upport ervice in at t. Loui Pulic chool.

“Parent, if the graduated, graduated without the kill the need to e ucceful,” Gholon
aid. “o the ta in that ccle of povert, which then impact their kid. We jut ta in thi
continual ccle ... the come out with no kill et … it' not livale.”

Panelit alo examined the impact of recent povert reduction meaure, including
increaed unemploment enefit and child tax credit introduced a part of federal
COVID-19 relief e�ort. Depite thee meaure, povert rate acro Illinoi have een little
change over the ear.
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Taha Green Cruzat, preident of Children' Advocate for Change, liten to the Rev. tark Wilon, preident 
and CO of the Children’ Defene Fund, a he anwer quetion from the audience during the meeting on child 
povert in outhern Illinoi Univerit dwardville' at t. Loui Learning Center.

Mamie Coe, a 55-ear reident of at t. Loui, i tring to raie her children to eat the 
ccle of povert.

“Our children are our greatet poeion. When we fail them, we have failed our communit,” 
Coe aid. “I'm thankful to ou eing here. … I had four children, ut I raied 11… o to all of
ou here toda, keep the fight going ecaue it' important.”

O�icial from Children’ Advocate for Change plan to hot imilar forum acro povert-
tricken area acro Illinoi.

“Child povert i not a mere tatitic,” aid Taha Green Cruzat, preident of the organization. 
“It i a lived experience for man familie. … It a�ect their health, education and overall well-
eing. Yet amidt thee challenge, we alo witne the reilience of our communit.”

end quetion and comment aout thi tor to feedack@tlpulicradio.org.
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Lauren Brennecke

Lauren rennecke i a general aignment reporter at t. Loui Pulic Radio and a
recent graduate of Weter Univerit.

ee torie  Lauren rennecke
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